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Amateur Radio is a hobby… Amateur Radio Emergency Services is a commitment! 

EOC Setup Training 
Fall is here and most likely will soon bring 

with it nasty weather and possible flooding.  At 

our recent meeting, the team went through their 

annual EOC / ICS training at the Centralia 

EOC.  The room was reorganized as it would 

be during an EOC operation.  Phone, com-

puters and radios were set up.  Incident Com-

mand assignments were handed out for IC, 

Operations, Logistics, Planning, Finance, Liai-

son, Public Information Officer, Safety officer 

and amateur radio position which falls under 

the direct control of the Logistics position. 

The team discussed each position’s duties and 

responsibilities and how those positions inter-

acted with the Lewis County EOC and Camp 

Murray, the Washington State Emergency Op-

erations Center. 

While only a few ARES members may work 

within the EOC during a disaster, all need to 

understand their role in the Incident Command 

System.   

Chief Nielsen Visits 
Centralia’s new police chief, Chief Carl Niel-

sen visited our ARES training recently and 

thanked the team for their volunteerism.  He 

also took time to answer questions and listen to 

some ideas and concerns.   After holding the 

office for only a few months, it is obvious that 

Chief Nielsen appreciates his department’s 

volunteers and it was great to have him visit 

our ARES meeting. 

Communication Trailer Project Begins 
It may not look like much…. Yet.  It is 

only five feet by eight feet but that is 

perfect for what we have in mind.  So, 

with a police department license plate 

on it,  we recently towed it home.  A 

gift from team member Jim Nodell, 

WB7BHN, this little trailer will be-

come an important part of our emergency communication response system 

for the City of Centralia and Riverside Fire Authority. 

Based on an idea first developed in Nassau County , New York after Hurri-

cane Sandy, the trailer will become a stand alone, off the grid communica-

tion system.  Built around a 30’ antenna system, the trailer will also include 

a generator system, solar system, backup batteries, radios, fuel, water, 

lights and may even offer a cellular hotspot and cell phone charging sys-

tem. 

Capable of being towed behind Comm II, or any other vehicle when neces-

sary, the communications trailer could be used at a shelter, as an independ-

ent mobile EOC, fire response communication system, hospital backup 

communications vehicle or even placed at any one of the city utility build-

ings or fire departments as a communications center.   

First will come some cleaning, rust removal and painting but before long, 

we’ll be planning equipment location and building the unit.  You heard 

about this concept at our ARES training last spring, and it took awhile to 

get it here, but it is now time to roll up our sleeves and get to work! 

October 12, 1962 
Remember that date?  The day the Columbus Day storm came to the Pacific 

Northwest packing peak wind gusts of nearly 160 mph.  This storm, offi-

cially named Typhoon Freda, is still considered the benchmark of extra 

tropical wind storms, matched only recently by the 1981 Nor’easter com-

monly called the “perfect storm”. 

Typhoon Freda was equivalent to a Category 3 hurricane.  At Cape Blanco, 

winds reached 145 mph before destroying the anemometer.  The Naselle 

radar station in the Willipa Hills recorded 160 mph gusts.  Salem, Oregon 

at 90 mph, McChord Air Force Base at 100 mph and Olympia at 88 mph 

logged lesser wind speeds. 

Damage to California, Oregon and Washington, in today’s dollars, reached 

$1.8—2.2 Billion combined. 

46 fatalities were recorded with injuries into the hundreds.  Even today, we 

feel the effects of this monster storm.  Many logging roads still used were 

cut into the mountains to recover the huge amount of downed timber 

caused by the wind storm.  Almost every radio, cell and TV tower currently 

in use must meet standards put in place after the Columbus Day storm.  As 

storms go, we’ll be glad to leave this one in the history books. 

ARES Identification Cards 

 

Centralia Police Department purchased the 

equipment to produce its own identification 

badges this summer but has experiences some 

problems getting it to work correctly.  

The problems should be solved this fall and we 

will need to set up a session to take updated  

photos. 

After that we should have our new identifica-

tion badges as quickly as they can be made. 
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October Ends With A Flood Call Up! 
The Centralia Amateur Radio Emergency Services team 

is usually allowed to get into mid-November before 

flood waters threaten our community.  No so this year.  

The last two days of October brought heavy rains, winds 

and even hail to the area. 

Riverside Fire Chief Mike Kytta notified EC Bob Willey  

requested the team be put on alert status at noon on Sat-

urday, October 31st.  The team stayed on alert status for 

the rest of the day before being allowed to stand down 

as it became evident the dry ground would absorb the 

excess water., but it looked like a return to last year’s 

downtown flood for a few hours. 

The Emergency Operations Center was activated but the 

ARES team was not requested to assist there.  It is going 

to be an interesting fall & winter if this is any indication. 

November Is Here 
November is our most active month for flooding in Cen-

tralia.  The ARES team has been activated  during this 

month every year since we became a team, but we have 

other things going on as well. 

 

November’s newsletter will include a piece on our newest 

team member, Russ Trendlage, W7HFB. 

 

Training meetings in November will include some an-

tenna concepts, planning sessions for our new communi-

cations trailer and discussions on go-bag concepts. 

 

Take the time now to prepare for whatever fall weather 

throws at us this year.  Flood call ups come with little 

warning.  Will you be ready to help your community? 

October 15th is the date for the Great ShakeOut earth-

quake drill in Washington State.  Time to practice our 

Drop, Cover and Hold On technique. 

Did you know that Centralia experienced two earth-

quakes on October 6th, 2015?  We “received” a 1.9 magnitude and a 2.3 magnitude both located approximately 21 

kilometers below us.  Did you feel them?  Probably not.   

There  have been 46 earthquakes in the past month and 687 to date in the year, which puts us right on schedule.  

Washington State average is around 1,000 quakes per year.  Of these, only about 25 are strong enough to be felt—

generally a 2.3 or above.  Washington and Oregon combined have had 25 damaging earthquakes since 1872 which 

have killed 17 people to date. 

Seattle went 30 years (1965 - 1995) without a quake over 5.0 but then experienced four in the years since.  Wherever 

you were on October 15th, I hope you “survived” Washington’s Great ShakeOut! 

2015 Simulated Emergency Test (SET) Drill 
For our 2015 SET Drill, Centralia ARES simulated emergency communications conditions in the first 72 hours after 

a major earthquake.  The scenario depicted a 9.1 magnitude earthquake 70 miles northwest of Florence, Oregon 

which became a 7.3 magnitude quake here in the I-5 corridor.  With power out region wide and normal communica-

tions inoperative, team members turned to their handheld (HT) radios, mobile radios or equipment powered from an 

alternative source such as a generator or solar.   

This was a three evening event - running one hour each evening.  Thursday evening, October 22nd required a call up 

notification.  With all area repeaters down, the team turned to simplex operations.  A resource net was established, 

situation reports given,  and information was passed using relay stations as required.  Each team member was given 

the assignment to perform a neighborhood welfare check and be prepared to report the next evening. 

Friday, October 23rd, brought us back on the air under similar conditions.  No power, forcing us to use alternate 

sources for communications.  Neighborhood welfare reports were taken as well as personal situation reports from 

each team member.  Late in the evening, the repeaters came back on the line and we moved to the K7CEM repeater 

frequency.  Team members were tasked with a six block windshield survey assignment and asked to report their find-

ings on Saturday evening. 

Saturday evening brought improving conditions.  An EOC was established at Riverside Fire Station #2 and power 

was back on line in some areas.  The resource net was once completed along with a situation report from the EOC.  

Windshield survey reports were taken and EOC and windshield survey assignments were created for the following 

24 hours. 

This SET drill gave everyone the opportunity to consider their preparedness level and make changes as necessary.  

Working without power forced the team to consider alternate power options.  While this event was short and only 

simulated what might happen after a major earthquake, it was interesting to watch this training event unfold.  My 

thanks to Lyle, KB7PI, for the drill idea and a special thanks to all the AEC’s and team members who worked to 

make this drill successful. 


